Notes before reading



Name_______________________

Blackwater Ben







hr. __________

by Will Durbin
 1.  On February 26, _______, in northern MN, four horses pulled a _______foot

high sled of logs weighing _____   _______  three miles to a landing where it was transported on NINE railroad flatcars to the World’s Fair in Chicago.

 2.  Over the years true reports of such huge feats mixed with tall tales eventually leading to mythic figures such as _________   ____________ and  _________ the blue ______.

 3.  Lumber was not only important for building _________,  _____________, and _______________  in Colonial America, it was also _________________ in large quantities.  Other uses for lumber: _____________________, _____________________, and used to manufacture barrels and casks for shipping.

 4.  Milled lumber was traded for _______,  _______, and _______________ throughout the Caribbean.

 5. By  _______ loggers had cut their way through the pine stands of ________,

_______________, and ________________ and arrived at ____________.

 6.  Within a decade, _________________, MN, became the lumber milling center for the whole territory.

 7.  In ________ the lumberjacks harvested  ________  _____________ board feet of timber.  That lumber sawed into one-foot-wide boards and placed end to end could have reached all the way ______________________________!

 8.  By 1930 the largest logging companies moved _________.  Today only ______

of the original 3.5 ______________  ________ of white pine remain.

 9.  Attempts at ___________________ have been complicated by white pine ____________ rust disease,  __________ feeding, and modern __________________.

10.  The jacks tolerated bitterly _________ temperatures and  ________ hours, but they demanded __________   ___________.  No matter what the wages,

jacks always asked who the ____________ was before they signed on at a camp.

11.  Lumberjacks ate an astonishing __________  to __________ calories/day!

12.  Once spring came, logs were shipped by ___________ (train), or driven  ____________________ when the ice went out.

13.  The men who rode the logs downriver were called _________  ________.

14.  _________________ presented the most _______________ obstacle to river drives.   The river pig had to ____________  and _____________ a key log that could be holding back several _______________ feet of timber.

15.  Jacks tended to ________  _____  _____  _____ and not give much thought to anything except getting back under the ______  _________ again when the next logging ______________ started.

