The Darkest Evening

Vocabulary

Cover:


•Red Broom:  symbol of the Commnist party’s clearing out undesirable members


•Political Idealism:  Believing that a country can be run perfectly

Boot Steps in the Night  pp. 1-8

•tinker:  to play around with

A Trip to the Opera pp. 9-15

•capitalism:  an economic system in which businesses are owned by individuals, and people work for their own benefit

•socialism:  an economic system in which businesses are controlled by the government, and people work for the common good of all

•strikebreaker:  someone who works for a company when others are on strike

•Marx:  German economist who believed in socialism

•Engles:  Friend of Karl Marx, who promoted socialism

A Change of Season pp. 16-22


•Stock Market Crash:  1929, when stocks became almost worthless, leading to panic

Bon Voyage pp. 23-27


•Karelian Machine Fund – the common fund all Finns in Karelia, Russia will get to draw from  Mr. Salo donated his car to this fund.

By Land and by Sea pp. 28-34


•reindeer rum:  shaving lotion with a reindeer on the label, used like alcohol


•czar:  ruler in Russia


•ornate:  fancy


•gilded:  coated with a thin layer of gold

The Sleeping Bear pp. 35-38


•Kulaks:  people whose farms have been taken by the government.  Being punished for being greedy.

The Land of the Midnight Sun pp. 39-49


•gristmill:  a mill for grinding grain

Medved’s Mission pp. 59-64


•censor:  to look at and delete parts considered objectionable

Swamp Street pp. 83-89


•NKVD:  secret police

Life in the Toilet pp. 90-96


•trestle:  train bridge

The Gray House pp. 101-105


• deposed:  removed from office

Finn or Finglish?  pp. 106-109


•exploiter:  someone who uses someone or something for their own selfish needs

In the Valley of the Shadow pp. 127-132


•stout:  heavily built

The Red Broom pp. 136-142


•Red Broom:  Communist party sweeping away all opposition

Night Train:  pp. 157-175


•sisu:  having the strength and courage to continue against all odds

Bushwhacking pp. 176-184


•sauna:  a bath that produces perspiration through dry heat with water that is poured over heated stones to produce steam.

