The Journal of Otto Peltonen

By William Durbin

Vocabulary assignment

You must fund twenty (20) vocabulary words from the novel that would be considered appropriate for a 7th grade level assignment.  If you come across a word you don’t know, obviously that would be one to consider.  However, there are some guidelines to your word selections.

· You may not choose Finnish words because their meanings are given within the context of the reading.

· You are not allowed to choose names of people or place.  Be careful if you choose proper nouns such as names of organizations or groups.

For example:  The word Socialist is used.  If you use it as one of your vocabulary words, be careful with your definition.  You may not use the definition that Socialist is someone who practices Socialism.  You need to then define Socialism.

A good rule of thumb should be, when in doubt as to whether you should use a word or not, ask me first.

The format for writing your words must be as follows:

1. The word and the part of speech in parentheses as it is used IN THAT SENTENCE.  Be careful because some words are used as different parts of speech depending on their function in the sentence.

2. Write the sentence (or enough to understand the meaning from the context) with the page number in parentheses.  Even though you’ll be quoting Mr. Durbin, you do not have to use quotation marks at this time.

3. Write a definition or synonym for the word.

Ex:  gullet (n)

        It made me dizzy watching the blade slide all the way down his gullet. (70)

        Def:  throat, esophagus

NOTE:  The word throat or esophagus could be placed in the sentence in place of the word gullet.  Your definition should be a synonym for the word.

There are some words that I will be discussing in depth during the reading such as suffrage and temperance.  You will not be able to use those words.  I will let you know in class that these words are off limits.  Don’t worry, this won’t happen too much.

Finally, this assignment will be due near the end of the novel.  I will let you know the exact date later in the year.  Keep up on this during down time in class or in study hall.  IF you wait until I announce the date, it will be too late to do a good job.

Define the following mining terms:

adit

drift

skip

shaft

head frame

open pit mine

underground mine

stope

tram

man car

kibble

