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Author Spotlight
I've lived at the edge of Northeastern Minnesota's Boundary Waters Canoe Area most of my adult life, and I've paddled and portaged through a great many of its wilderness lakes. Yet it wasn't until my son suggested that I look into the history of the voyageurs that I began my research for THE BROKEN BLADE. After studying a variety of old journals, letters, diaries, and North West Fur Company documents I was excited to discover that I could base my novel on real events and real characters of the period. In fact, 95% of the content of both THE BROKEN BLADE and its sequel WINTERING was taken right from fur trade history.
 
William Durbin


Other books by this author:
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Voyageurs 
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Voyageur is the French word for traveler. But in the Fur Trade Era, it referred to a group of men employed by the various companies who acted as canoe paddlers, bundle carriers, and general laborers. The voyageurs were often referred to as engagés. Though it is true that the majority of voyageurs were French or French/Canadian, there were those who were British, German, African, Russian and persons of all the Native Tribes with which the company did business. Many in the beginning of the fur trade were Iroquois and Ottawa.

The Fur Trading Posts
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In the very early days of the fur trade, Europeans traded manufactured goods and supplies with Indian middlemen who would collect furs from tribes in the interior and bring them to trading sites. As the demand for furs and the possibility of profits grew, the fur trading companies established outposts where they could trade directly with the Indians. These fur trading posts became an important fixture in the interior from the late 1700's until the end of the fur trade era in 1850. Today the fur trading posts are still important to the Eskimos and others of the far north.

Copy of map from inside book here!
Response Task #1:  Fill out the grid below on a daily basis with the correct information.

	Date
	Day
	Chapter(s)
	Character Descriptions
	Setting
	Conflict
	Cultural Connections
	Predictions
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Day #1 Response Activity:

· Why was Pierre’s father so “lively” when Pierre returned from the doctor’s house?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· What could possibly happen to Pierre and his family if his father’s injury is serious?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #2 Response Activity:

· Why do you think Pierre was the oldest boy still left in the school at the age of 13?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What impression do you think Pierre’s father has of the people wanting furs in Europe?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Based on the appearances of Beloit and Bellegarde, what inferences can you make about the life of a voyageur?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· How did Pierre’s parents respond/feel about his joining the North West Trade Company?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #3 Response Activity:

· Draw a sketch of a scene from chapter 4:


Day #4 Response Activity:

· Define the following terms:

· Gunwales-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Whiplash-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Bowman-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Catkins-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Bawdy-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #5 Response Activity:

· If you were Pierre, how would you have responded to Beloit’s constant teasing and criticism?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What types of things do you think you would have to do or change (physically and mentally) to fit in and survive with the voyageurs?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #6 Response Activity:

· Create 5 questions about your reading (Ch. 9-12), that you believe would spark a good discussion on Monday in class?

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Day #7 Response Activity:

· Research and list some facts about the following places:

· Paris, France- ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The Sorbonne-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Lake Huron-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Ottawa, Canada-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Sault Sainte Marie-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #8 Response Activity:

· Draw a sketch of a scene from chapter 16 or 17:


Day #9 Response Activity:

· Define the following terms:

· Encampment-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Musket-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Wigwam-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Tallow-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Rendezvous-________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #10 Response Activity:

· What thoughts or feelings would you be having before leaving Grand Portage and canoeing across 


the cold and treacherous waters of Lake Superior? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What things would you most be looking forward to after a journey such as the one Pierre’s taken?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day #11 Response Activity:

· Write a two paragraph addition of predictions to the end of the book.  Explain what happens 


to Pierre, his family, and friends.  What does the future hold for the lives of these people?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

